To the Right Honourable

RICHARD LORD LOVELACE, OF HURLEY.*
Mv LORD,

CANXOT want encouragement to present
a poem to your lordship, while you pos-
sess so noble a breast, In which so many
seeds of honour, to the example and
glory of your name, obtained, before your
years, a happy maturity. This comedy,
fortunate in the scene, and one that may challenge a
place in the first form of the author's compositions, most
humbly addresseth itself to your honour ; if it meet your
gracious acceptance, and that you repent not to be a
patron, your lordship will only crown the imagination, and
for ever, by this favour, oblige,

My Lord,
The most humble services of your honourer,

TAXES SHIRLEY.

1 Sir Richard Lovelace was created Lord Lovelace of Hurley in
Berkshire in 1627.

